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Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Tirupati

Invitation

to

Fourth Annual Convocation

at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday, 18" July 2023

(through hybrid mode)
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Professor Padmanabhan Balaram, FTWAS, FNA, FASc
Chair Professor, National Centre for Biological Sciences

Prof. Padmanabhan Balaram is a distinguished Indian chemical
and structural biologist and a former Director of Indian Institute
of Science in Bangalore, India. He is a recipient of the third
highest Indian civilian honour of Padma Bhushan (2014), the
TWAS International Prize (1994) and R. Bruce Merrifield
Award (2021).

Prof. Balaram obtained his Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry
from Pune University, Pune (1967). He joined the Indian
Institute of Technology, Kanpur for his Masters in Chemistry
(1969). He obtained his Ph.D. from Carnegie-Mellon
University, Pittsburgh (1972) and had a short Post-Doctoral
stint at the Department of Chemistry, Harvard University,
U.S.A. On return to India, he joined the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), Bangalore as a Lecturer (1973), and then rose to
the ranks of Assistant Professor (1977), Associate Professor
(1982) and Professor (1986), thereafter as the Director of IISc
in 2005.

Prof. Balaram has made outstanding contributions towards the understanding of the structure and
function of voltage gated transmembrane peptide channels. He has elucidated the structural chemistry
of aminoisobutyric acid containing peptides in particular related to alamethicin. His detailed studies
on synthesis, conformational analysis and biological activity of channel peptides provided the basis
for postulating the helix dipole model for these channels.

Prof. Balaram’s extensive contributions in design and synthesis of model peptides, particularly
disulfides, provided a means for developing molecular models for redox proteins containing active
disulfide loops. His studies towards the evaluation of structural elements that influence the folding
and conformations of designed peptides, has played a key role in understanding the driving forces in
formation of secondary structural motifs such as helices, beta turns, and sheets.

His contributions in the area of biological membranes and in developing fluorescent probe
methodology for examining membrane structure are highly significant, which has led to establishing
regional differentiation of sperm plasma membranes. In his most recent work, he has demonstrated
the use of disulfide crosslinking as a means of thermally stabilizing multimeric proteins, using
thymidylate synthase as a model system.

Prof. Padmanabhan Balaram is a world leader in the deployment of Nuclear Magnetic Resonance
(NMR) Spectroscopy for the elucidation of self-assembly motifs of oligopeptides. More recently, he
is employing mass spectrometry for various structure function studies that have useful implications
in Chemical Ecology.

Prof Balaram is well known for his excellent oration with impeccable diction, inspiring generations
of students as a role model. He enhanced the status of the journal Current Science (till June 2013)
through his thought provoking, but well-orchestrated editorial articles on various academic and
scientific policy related issues. He has served in various highest policy making government bodies of
education, science and technology and biotechnology departments.
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The Board of Governors and the Director

of
Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Tirupati

solicit your presence at the

Fourth Annual Convocation

Prof. Padmanabhan Balaram, FIWAS, FNA, FASc

Chair Professor, National Centre for Biological Sciences, Bengaluru

has Kindly consented to be the Chief Guest and
will deliver the Convocation Address.

Prof. Jyeshtharaj Bhalchandra Joshi, *NAE, FTWAS, FASc
Chairperson, Board of Governors, IISER Tirupati
will preside

at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday, 18" July 2023

(through hybrid mode)

RSNP:0877-2500211/email: registraroffice@iisertirupati.ac.in

Guests are requested to join the function online through the link by 09.50 a.m.

The Convocation shall be streamed live on the Institute’s Official Youtube Channel.
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Programme
09.50 a.m.:  Academic Procession enters the hall
10.00 a.m.:  Chairperson, Board of Governors declares the Convocation Open
10.05.a.m.:  Presentation of Degrees by the Chairperson, Senate
11.15 a.m.:  Presentation of Medals and Prizes by the Chief Guest

11.35 a.m.:  Presentation of Report by the Director

11.45 a.m.:  Address by Prof . Jyeshtharaj Bhalchandra Joshi, Chairperson, Board of

Governors
12.00 noon: ~ Convocation Address by Chief Guest, Prof Padmanabhan Balaram
12.20 p.m.:  Exhortation to graduates by the Director
12.25 p.m.:  Vote of Thanks by the Registrar
12.28 p.m.:  Chairperson, Board of Governors declares the Convocation Closed

12.30 p.m.:  National Anthem

Academic procession leaves the hall

Transit campus: Sree Rama Engineering College, Rami Reddy Nagar
Karkambadi Road, Mangalam, Tirupati 517507, Andhra Pradesh
Tel +91 877 250 0400, Website: www.iisertirupati.ac.in




