


NOTE FROM THE
EDITORIAL DESK

Two weeks ago, it dawned on us that for our foundation day
we have to come up with a magazine, yet we were completely
ignorant to the art of magazine making!! Nevertheless, we
DHWANI TEAM! Started collecting photos, articles and stories in every language,
about almost everything under the sun. This was just the easy
Abiya R part. Then began the laborious process of converting them all
into digital format, making each writers sit next to you and read
his or her article aloud or make them write in to a tablet again.
Harikrishnan C P INext we had to get our teachers to proof-read it. We started
bringing it all together by stitching every moment of the last few
NS Chiranjeevi  months we spent here, every worthy picture into one beautiful
DHWANI. The head of our designing team Viswanath was the
anchor in our figurative relay team, he took it all the way. This
Viswanath K G journey has taught us a lot. It had brought us closer to each
other. It's a symbol of our collective effort, it is our story. There
is a lot of heart put into this magazine and we hope you will
have as much fun in reading it, as we had in making it for you.

Dibin Baby

Pranav Unnikrishnan

TEAM DHWANI

Teaching at IISER Tirupati is an extremely enjoyable experience. Most
students have strong motivation to learn; I believe they have the capacity
to become leading scientists who will make fruitful contributions towards
pushing the frontiers of pure and applied sciences. The young colleagues
work enthusiastically in an excellent team spirit towards the welfare

of the students; they soon will establish IISER-Tirupati as a premier
research and teaching institute in India. - PCD

P C Deshmukh
Professor, Department of Physics
IIT Madras

Teachlng at IISER Tpt was an exhilarating experience. ne i >
Students were awesome, nippy and very receptive. V aa ¥
Classes were refreshing after a three hour drive from Chennai”. ’

Gopala Krishna A
Professor, Department of Bio Technology
IIT Madras
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[ISER Tirupati is the sixth institute in the successful chain of IISERs, succeeding the
ones at Pune, Kolkata, Mohali, Bhopal and Thiruvananthapuram. It was formally born on 28"
March when the Honorable Minister for Human Resource Development Smt. Smriti Zubin
Irani unveiled its Foundation stone at the 250 acres of land at Yerepedu, allocated for its
campus. IISER Pune, which is the mentor Institute, with all its acquired experience, quickly
established the transit campus at 100,000 sq. ft building leased from Sri Rama Engineering
College. The first batch of 49 students got admitted in August 2015 along with initial faculty of
10 and staff of 15. For any institution, the first batch of students is always very special and
the young faculty and staff have done extremely well in nurturing them in every way. The
faculty and admin team from IISER Pune provided all academic and administrative support
for smooth functioning of the Institute. The Institute already has enabled academic facilities,
hostel, library, health, food and sports facility — all at a single venue. | should add that in
terms of the pace and quality of infrastructure of classrooms and teaching laboratories, within
one year, IISER Tirupati has set-up a stage that took more than 2 years for other IISERs to
reach. Thus IISER Tirupati has got a great head start and the challenge is to convert this into
rapid growth of student academics, faculty research and establishing its permanent campus.

Time waits for none and | am extremely delighted that IISER Tirupati is already
celebrating its First Foundation Day. The energy of students and the quality of faculty,
together with an enabling administration are the most important constituents of any
successful Institute. IISER Tirupati is blessed with all these right from the initial stages. The
Institute’s magazine “Dhwani” whose first edition is coming out amply reflects the creativity
and imagination of its students, faculty and staff. A good education system must nurture not
only the academics, but also facilitate a liberal expression of all artistic and literary talents. |
sincerely believe that “Dhwani” will symbolize the unabated expression of the voice of the
talented Tirupati IISERians. Let it trumpet as loud as possible and the world will soon
recognize that signature- “yes, they have come to stay and compete”.

My best wishes to all at ISER Tirupati on this occasion and sincere gratitude to the

team from IISER Pune for making it all this happen.
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K N Ganesh
Mentor Director for IISER Tirupati
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SCIENCE DAY

The 28th of February was not just another lazy Sunday morning at IISER Tirupati,
it was Science Day. Students woke up early, running around the corridors, putting up
charts, setting up their models, making final
adjustments to their projects which they had
been working on all semester long. After getting
everything in place the events of the day had
officially begun. It commenced with a lecture by
the director of NARL Prof. Jayaraman.The talk

on the atmosphere was deeply fascinating. After o e .ty ook |_'
the conclusion of the talk, we took our places |15 magin, \ =
and the exhibition began. N .h . )

It started with the Chemistry section,
where students made an active volcano, alien
landscape, gold rain and other very interesting
experiments.Science, not magic.

Then we moved on to the Physics and
Mathematics section where students made a
telescope, a model that demonstrated simple
harmonic motion, funky carom boards and
tonnes of puzzles involving cubes, chessboards
and hexagons.

The Biology section was no less. They had a
blood group detection, Winogradsky columns, %
Electrophoresis, agar plates and lots of microor- = !
ganisms, Pedigree charts, insect boxes and more. =

\

The most awaited event of the day was the
“Science Quiz”. A battle of intellect of the
highest order, 22 teams part1c1pated but only 5

made it through to the final. Questions from
the main disciplines of science, round after

| round, pushed our quizzers to the absolute
" limit. At the end 2 teams clinched 1st and
2nd prizes. It was a great show. With that,
- events of the day were over and the program
had come to end and all of went back to our

hostel with a greater respect for “science”.




ONAM

Onam, the harvest festival of Kerala was celebrated in IISER Tirupati. Since Onam is a
10 day long festival, it was decided that we should give the ambience of Onam for the whole
week too. Beautiful flower carpets were laid at the college entrance by us on each day of the
festival week. Even the non-Keralite students were excited in making the ﬂower carpets since
it was a completely new thing for them. Excitement was ; A
growing each day. The main day of the festival was on |
28th august. We were full of energy and the night before
this day was witness to sleepless but fun night due to the
preparations for Onam.The fun and excitement started
early morning itself when all the students came down at the
entrance to prepare the flower carpet for the day. Many of
us wore the traditional dress of Kerala. The artistic talents,
efforts and energy of all combined that day and what
resulted was a beautiful and magnificent flower carpet.
And then it was time for the ONAM FEST which was
| held next week. Aditya and Jyothi were the hosts of
* the evening. They did a splendid job and never failed
/ ,‘ to entertain us. The programmes were kick-started in
/ / a unique way where students had to say “namaskaar”
~ in their Mother tongue. It was just too much fun.
. Many talents of our fellow students were revealed that
day. Songs by Shubham, Dibin, Nandita and Abhijeet
were very good that the audience was hypnotised by
the beauty of it. The dancers among us —Revathy
and Sachin graced the stage with their steps and set the stage on fire. The audience was also

witness to the breathtaking musical performance by Swapnil with his Tabla. More
entertainments arrived when the group performances took the stage. The Malayali boys
rocked the stage with their energetic song in Malayalam while the Malayali girls graced the
stage with their “Tiruvathirakali “ (traditional dance) perfomance. An entertaining skit about
the myth of Onam was also done by the students. But the fun didn’t end up there. A special
DJ party was arranged with Chiranjeevi as our DJ. We danced our hearts content and had so




when we visited our mentor institute, IISER
Pune to take part in their cultural fest-Karavaan. =
There were many interesting games and
competitions there and many of our students
took part in them. It was also a great opportunity
for us to see the renowned institute and be a part
of it. In many events such as singing, quiz, JAM,
etc our students performed well. The street play, prepared and acted out by our students also
got special appraisal. Other fun elements were the food stalls, the night of the band wars, and
the sightseeing that we did at the streets of Pune. We stayed at IISER Pune for four whole
days. It was a great experience and it will remain in our memory banks forever......

BIO FIELD TRIP

As part of our bio-lab, we had our first field trip.
Our aim was to collect samples of soil, water etc,
from different places and analyze them by making
“Winogradsky column “. We students were very much
excited since it was the first field trip from IISER. We
were divided into four batches and each batch were
assigned to collect samples from the four places that _
we were to visit. Things went on very smoothily and as =
planned. We also went to places where many great bio
researches are done.

-

This was an added bonus to our trip since it
provided us with extra knowledge and opened
our minds towards scientific research. Thus
the field trip was a success and we were able to
learn many things due to it.




DIWALI

Diwali, the “festival of light” signifies the victory of light over darkness,
We also celebrated the same by lighting lamps which
proclaims the victory of
knowledge over ignorance,
and hope over despair. We
made our IISER Tirupati
to sparkle like a star with
utmost fascination,
reflecting our minds, our
unity and our kindness
through the lighted lamps. Then it was time for some extra fun.
We broke the walls of silence and darkness with our crackers.
This turned out to be too much fun since, even those who were
afraid of crackers, were prompted to join. It was too
entertaining. Altogether, we had a great time of revelry on
Diwali.

or good over evil.

SHAR VISIT

Obur first science excursion, since we joined IISER was visiting the famous Sathish Dhawan
Space Centre [SDSC], Sriharikota, also called as Sriharikota High Altitude Range [SHAR].
It is a centre mainly dedicated for research on rocket engineering and equally dedicated to
launch national and international satellites efficiently. We had to start early from the institute
as the centre was a bit far. SHAR is located on an island, on the east coast of Andra Pradesh.
The space centre is very secured as it is internationaly famous. After going through a lot of
security check, we finally entered the main area of SDSC. SDSC is about 145 square
kilometres in area. The whole area mainly consists of Mission Control Centre [MCC], launch
pads, telemetry and tracking network centre, test and evaluation centres for various
components of rockets etc... SHAR is geographically one of the best places to launch rocket
because it is next to the sea, near to the equator and the nearby population is less. The MCC
monitors various parameters during the launch. The launch pads basically help in launching
rockets to their destination. Telemetry network helps in obtaining the data about the rocket
and this data will be sent to MCC. Future plans of Indian space programme is to concentrate
on manned missions and a third launch pad will be built in SHAR for this purpose. By the
end of the day at SDSC we learnt many things and also got inspired by the dedication and
hardwork of scientists and engineers. We reached back by nightfall, with minds filled with
memories, thoughts and ideas.



INTERVIEW

Prof. Katsunori Wakabayashi was the speaker in our 5th Scientific Club Seminar. He gave
the undergraduate students a brief outline about Nano Science and Technology in Carbon
Materials. He is a collaborator of Dr. Sudipta Dutta (Physics Department, IISER-Tirupati).
This is an interview given by him for our student |
Magazine. Prof. Katsunori Wakabayashi obtained
his Ph.D in 2000 from the University of Tsukuba
in Japan.He was an Assistant Professor at Depart-
ment of Quantum Matter in Hiroshma University,
Japan from 2000 to 2009. From 2009 to 2015, he
was an Independent Scientist at World Premier
Institute — International Center for

Materials. Nanoarchitechtonics (WPI-MANA),
National Institute for Materials Science (NIMS)
in Tsukuba, Japan. In 2015, he has joined as a

Full Professor at Department of Nanotechnology
for Sustainable Energy in Kwansei Gakuin University, Japan. In addition to the above pri-
mary research positions, he was a visiting scholar at ETH-Zurich, Switzerland from 2003 to
2005 and had a concurrent position as PRESTO researcher in Japan Science and Technology
Agency. His main research interests are condensed matter theory especially focusing on the
electronic, transport and magnetism in nanoscale or mesoscopic scale systems. He is known
for his pioneering contributions to the theoretical researches on nano-graphene ribbons.

o What inspired you to study nanomaterials?

I am originally from an engineering background and interested in the theoretical predictions
of unique systems. The field of nanomaterials always fascinates me. It is interesting because it
is interdisciplinary. It overlaps physics, chemistry and engineering.

o Who is your role model?

My supervisor, Prof. Mitsutaka Fujita is my inspiration. His views were unique. He always
wanted something new, a new perspective.

o What were you expecting when giving lectures to 1st year undergrads? How was

the lecture here different from the lectures you give in Japan?
I know about the IISERs but I heard that this one is not established completely. It is only the
first year. Somehow I couldn’t anticipate the quality of the students or their motivation. I
really didn’t know. After the talk, I was surprised that many students asked interesting
questions. There were a lot of discussions. In Japan it rarely happens. I see that the students
are very very highly motivated. Your campus is very unique and very interesting.

o Which one do you enjoy the most? Doing research or teaching?

I like both equally; research and education are necessary and linked to each other...I think. To
educate someone, being a guide or a supervisor to a Ph.D or masters student, we need new
knowledge. While discussing with students, we sometimes get new ideas and our research
takes new directions. We find new science and sometimes a good research paper comes out of
it.



o You are a theoretical physicist. What is your daily schedule? How does your daily

research life go?

I go to office by 8:00 a.m. and start working on my own research....and my research is
just calculations on paper and programming. And in the afternoon, students come and
discuss their thesis projects, and that’s how most of the day goes. I'll be done by 7:00 in
the evening. Once a week we have a seminar from an outside guest and after that a
professor meeting.

o What are you currently working on?

I'm working on diverse fields. I work on theoretical aspects of graphene nano ribbons,

atomically thin nanomaterials like transition metal dichalcogenides systems and cuprate

superconductivity. Recently, I started working on plasmon oscillations which can
somehow be used for the transmission of the information....it's some kind of optical
device.

o You talked about Nanotechnology and Science in the lecture. Dr. Sudipta mentioned
that you predicted the electronic properties of graphene nanoribbons even before their
experimental realization. Does your research have any industrial applications?

Not directly, but I give advise to companies as a researcher, if some companies want to

use graphene for their electrical devices. They are working on applications of graphene.

So, we advise them to optimize the conditions.

o Science aside, How do you spend your free time?

I spend most of my free time jogging, walking around the town and reading books. Not

only physics books but others too, My

favourite writer is Murakami Haruki. He
is a famous writer in Japanese.

o Japan is famous for its anime,
right? Did you watch any of them,
do you still do?

Yes! When I was a kid I watched

Doraemon, Gundam. They were very

famous. Now my kids watch Pokemon,

so I sit with them and watch too.

o One philosophical question.....
What does happiness mean to
you?

Happiness is... (laughs) It is a difficult question. There are many levels of happiness. When

we find new physics, I'm very very happy. When we publish a paper, I'm of course very happy.

If a student gets the degree or gets a job, I am very happy. I feel that you should be optimistic

in life and make yourself happy. Meditation makes me happy.....doing physics problems is

like meditation for me. It focuses my mind and gives

happiness.




PRAKRITI

“Be the change that you wish to see in the world.”
-Mahatma Gandhi

T'he onus of protecting the envirorment is on us, the
youth. To abide by the responsibility we have created
our own environmental club “prakriti”. Prakriti was
materialized under the able guidance of ,
Dr. Vasudharani and Dr.Subhash to realize the dreams of | ”“
a green, eco friendly campus. We have taken baby steps
to attain the same with planting some trees on science
day with a vision to establish a herbal garden in our
campus. Our future plans include replacing the plastic pens with reusable fountain pens,
reducing the use of plastic bags in the campus and planting and building the greenery in our

permanent campus.
MATH CLUB

"T'he math club of IISER Tirupati came out of our mathematics faculty’s idea to encourage
eager students to learn mathematics outside of their curriculum. The club meets up at least
thrice every week in the evenings, where under the guidance of Dr. Subhash, one of the
students presents whatever he/she has been reading up on.
Everyone is encouraged to attend and discuss concepts
related to the topic. These discussions enable students to
think critically and build up confidence to present in
public. They are encouraged to ask questions and learn
how mathematics is written. The topics actively being
discussed are Group Theory, Symmetric Groups,
Sequences and Series, Curves and Surfaces, and Linear
Algebra.

SCIENCE CLUB

T'he science club of TISER Tirupati has started with one aim: to introduce the students
to open science questions across the disciplines. We discuss science in a lighter mood and
usually avoid major technical details to keep it within the reach of undergraduate students.
The club started with the demonstration of Young’s Double Slit experiment and discussions
on the foundation of the quantum mechanics by Dr. Sudipta Dutta. Now, the students or
faculties choose any scientific topic of their interest and present on that. Until now, we had
discussions on speed of light, black holes, geology and quantum entanglement. We have even
had a guest speaker Prof. Katsunori Wakabayashi from Japan, who gave us an introduction to
carbon based nano technology. The science club has been a great success and now became a
regularactivity every Thursday.




SHEMUSHI

Shemushi is [ISER, Tirupati’s Quiz Club. It was started on 6 th November , 2015. Every
Wednesday students eagerly gather in classroom 1, to take part in Quiz Club events by 8.30
pm. Apart from helping to improve Knowledge, the Quiz Club events are fun too. Quizzes
are conducted on interesting topics like History

of Modern Science, English Literature until

18th century, 2015-the year that passed by,
Astronomy, Fantasy, etc.. There are questions from
Current Affairs of the previous week. Also there
was a Mega Science Quiz on Science Day, which
was purely based on Science. And no wonder we all
enjoyed it the most. The members of the Quiz Club
are Abiya R, N.S.Chiranjeevi, Karthick Srivatsan
and Ranadeep Roy guided by our beloved Physical
Chemistry professor Dr.Raghunath Ramabhadran.

BIO-WISSEN

Being the pioneer batch of students at IISER Tirupati, it is our responsibility to leave behind
a legacy of excellence in scientific education. So, in our first year under the mentorship of
Dr. Vasudharani, we formed a club named Bio-wissen to that end. The aim of this club is to
encourage students to take up various topics of their interest in biology and deliver a talk on
the same. Students are encouraged to read research papers as one of their objectives in the
club is to expose students to scientific research and research methodology. The club will
definitely help the students improve their speaking and presentation skills which is a key
element of a successful science career. The club meets once a week every wednesday in the
evening. The club meeting is lively and full of discussions among the students and the
teachers which include a question and answer session after the talk. On the Bio-wissen’s first
meet Aditya and Anubhav, made a presentation on the topic of human evolution. The
presentation went very well and was a unique learning experience for us. We feel the club has
succeeded in creating an environment for learning, discussion, curiosity and creativity in our
institute and will continue to give a platform for students to present their work.

MOVIE CLUB

Iiser Tirupati also has its own, functioning “Movie club “ They play entertaining movie at
regular intervals so that the students can take some time off from all the academic worries
and tensions. They also try to play the movies which our students prefer by using online
voting system as the movie selection tool. They also screen movies at special occasions such
as Republic day, Halloween etc...
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Still I can hear those footsteps

-

-Dibin baby

Soon came the most awaited guest
From the valley of darkness
Then all were in great turmoil.
Their legs were white
Some faces were dull and some were bright.
Twinkling in the moonlight
What will be the judgement? Will it bring light?

to all men wearing clothes of sin.
Whispers and prayers could be heard

They were longing for that bird

The men in white arose a request.
The bird with blue bells and a pearl ring.

It made the bird’s face turn strange
The bird takes them to heaven.

The bird disappeared all of a sudden

Declaring an opportunity to all the wicked.
Many were in shabby clothes and dull.

A few looked shiny and well.
It was a chance for all to change.
Some were lacking confidence
A small change can change the whole future.
But others tried to keep up the pace
Why bring that small change?
Like the ancestors in heaven
A change in Mind, A change in Look,

A change in Face, A change in Attitude
The men in sins were afraid

The sinless were brave and calm.
Chance will be given to all, Time will be given to all
Their minds were clean and clear.
Who can obey? Who can try a Change?
The reward was sure to them.
Wish you a Happy Journey
The golden opportunity to be in heaven.
For an Eternal Journey, to the Heaven of Peace

To the Heaven of
The troop travelled miles and miles

Still not see the bird minstrel.

The story of the past, the present,the unrolled secret.

11



The Incognito Warrior

-A Mithun Sai Sundar

In the forest there was an orphan named Jackson Ganga who had a deadly disease. He was
going to die soon. He had no one to talk to or play with. All he had in his cabin was a chair, a
bed, and a gun, that his father had left with him. So one fine day when he was lying on his bed
he heard a loud noise. It sounded as if the judgement day has come. He went outside and saw
a flying saucer closing in and from the saucer he saw an alien coming out. The alien was so
monstrous that even Satan would look adorable in front of him.
The alien saw Jackson and using its psychic power it levitated
him and brought him closer. On seeing Jackson’s desperate situ-
ation, the alien thought to use him as a bait. So the alien said to
him telepathically, “You are going to die soon, but if you listen
to me I could make you live longer”, saying this the alien gave
him a glass and said “when a person kills a hundred souls with
this cube all the hundred souls would combine to give the killer
a soul of a fallen god, which grants the killer eternal life and
salvation, but beware when the cube is in connection with a
host soul and the killer with the host soul dies, the cube would
explode and destroy all life form nearby”. So on hearing this Jackson thought that god has
given him a second chance and took the cube and went to the city. At first Jackson went to a
school and he saw many parents outside the school gate waiting for their children. On seeing
this Jackson took out the cube and when he was about to kill them his childhood memories
of being an orphan came to his mind and at that time he thought that no other child in this
world should suffer the embarrassment and sufferings he had experienced in his life. So Jack-
son Ganga left that place. Soon, after some time Jackson reached a public park and saw many
old people sitting in the park benches and at that time he thought that these old people had
already lived their lives and so it's no wrong in killing them and so Jackson took out the cube
once again and when he was about to kill them something caught his eye. He saw an old man
playing happily with his grandchildren and talking to his son and at that moment Jackson
thought ” human being is considered to be alive only when he has some loved ones around
him. If a human being is alone he is considered to be a corpse and that too I am an orphan
with a deadly disease who is going to die soon and no one is going to cry or miss me when I
am gone. Nobody likes me. Nobody even knows me. I even don’t have anybody to bury me,
so what's the use of living in this world” on saying this Jackson made a decision. "Instead of
100 people dying for me why don’t I die and save 100 people and at least become The Incog-
nito Warrior”. So Jackson went to his cabin, took his gun and went to the alien and pointed

it at it. The alien on seeing the gun laughed and told Jackson “Do you think that puny gun of
yours is going to even create a scratch on me, I AM A GOD NO MORTAL WEAPON CAN
KILL ME” But Jackson just smiled at the alien and said “I know” and shot himself and as the
alien said the cube that was connected to Jackson ganga’s soul exploded killing the alien and
destroyed its spaceship. So Jackson Ganga who was brought into this world as an orphan left
the world as a warrior. So anybody can become an incognito warrior if they try hard enough.

12



&9 H% Q079 §Q 24

DB To& - QPR 696201
Dear Mother Again in my mind
-Punith raj Abhijeet Behera

This poem depicts the incomparable love of mother. “Dreams” the best feelings in our life, but they may never
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The Best?? Yeah, by a Long Way

-Nabadip Choudhury

Barcelona and Real Madrid may be the best teams but the English Premier League is the best
in the world. A fortnight ago on a chilly evening in North London, Barcelona once again showed
their class as they left Arsenal’s hopes of the Champions League hanging by the thread, with a
2-0 win at the Emirates with Lionel Messi producing two moments of sheer brilliance. Premier
League sidesused to be a consistent presence in the latter stages of Europe’s to compete in recent
seasons with Chelsea’s 2012 victory being the last time an English/club'made it to the final.

The likesof Barcelona, Real Madrid, Bayern Munich and Juventus have’dominated Europe in
their place, while the English top flight has faced some heavy criticism for the task of consistency
and unpredictability of results. But what sets the Premier League apart from the Bundesliga,

La Liga and the Serie A is the unpredictable excitement and level of competition. If we look at the
Bundesliga, it has always been Bayern Munich most of the time, taking all the laurels. Although
it may be argued that this authoritative, landslide performances from the Bavarian giants had
helped the German national side deliver the “The Holy Grail’in Brazil in 2014, the World Cup,
yet the league itself is quite dull.

The La Liga has always been two raced, Real or Barca, Ronaldo or Messi. On the football pitch,
their presence is considered heavenly, but we do forget our basic question. “Is La Liga the best??”
Some may argue that the recent rise of Atletico Madrid, under theaegis of their former player
Diego Simmeone may be a counter example, however a three horse race at the top of the table
hardly answers the question. Juventus have been playing some wonderful football in recent
seasons, still the Serie A is more of a predictable table than not. The ‘Old Lady of Turin” possesses
some of the finest young talents in Europe, but the lack of serious challenges from competitors
like Milan, Inter or Roma, hardly pose a serious challenge to them.

Coming back to the Premier League, Leicester City at the top?? !!! West Ham at 5th?? !l And
most importantly defending champions Chelsea at 10th?? !!! That’s the beauty, the Premier
League provides. Not one, not two, not even three but atleast six teams are capable of mounting
a serious challenge for the title. Most pundits had predicted Leicester and West Ham to be
relegation strugglers but they have defied all odds to come back and haunt others, most likely to
be playing in Europe next season.

The year old £5.4 billion deal between Sky Sports and FA speak volumes. This is just crazy money
flowing in the league, promoting even the lower sides to go all out in the league for something

respectable, sometimes something extraordinary.

So, folks, the question still remains “Who will take the trophy this year??” Come May 15th, we
will have a new Champion.....
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A Saturday Evening

- Nandita Nair

Three hours have passed. Three hours of wandering around the streets of Tirupati, searching
for food and atmosphere that might vaguely remind us of a place we call home. Looking around,
you see your friends-people you didn’t even know a few months ago. Friends formed from the
comfort of knowing that the other is as much a stranger to this land as yourself. You eat what
good food you manage to find, and shop some more to forget the feeling of being outside your
comfort zone. Content with full stomachs and a good time, you decide that you have to get back
to the monotonous circle of classes and projects.

On the (shared) auto ride back, you sit and ignore the other passengers. Sometimes you and
your friends annoy them. Sometimes they annoy you. It’s interesting how people let strangers
invade their private space for a cheap fare. You shrug it off, and take a look at the roads. See the
sky turn from light blue to red to pitch dark. Your friends make a joke or two and you laugh
along, as the stars come out and the breeze gives you chills. The stars come out, twinkling,
shining in all it’s glory. You remember that the starlight you see is not the light that the star is
emitting now. It comes from millions of years ago and since the night sky is full of stars, it is just
the tapestry of different time periods put together. So in a way, this light has travelled from its
home-star to a foreign land, just like you. You smile and the cool winds now bring some warmth
with them. Your friend notices you smiling at the night sky and asks you what drugs you’re on.
You smile a little wider.

The auto stops, you reach Sri Rama Eng. College. In two minutes you’ll be back in college- back
to the classes and people that make you realize how little you know about anything at all. You
look up at the stars and the moon, and a strange serenity overcomes you. You think of every-
thing you love, everything you've left behind to be here in this foreign place, and for once, it
is not sadness but delight that you feel. Pride for having stepped out of your comfort zone, for
venturing into unknown territory. For having succeeded, though with great effort, at making a
second home in the building you’re supposed to spend the next five years in.

Walk into the college, say hello to the guard and sign in. You lazily climb up two flights of stairs
and see the moon light through the windows of the sports room. The stars shine through. You

smile.

You’ll be alright here.
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IS THAT YOU<¢?¢

-Jalaja Madhusudhanan

I have to say this. This is the story of a girl of 18, who has started enjoying the freedom of a teen’s life. It is
a truth that apart from these enjoyments, her hostel life (first attempt to be independent of her care takers)
brought new responsibilities and habits .She finds herself, a lost kid in heavy rain, without an umbrella!
When she started her college life, her mind was full of dreams and expectations about a new path that has

~ been chosen by her well wishers.She believed in them knowing that they only know what is best for her.
Within a few months she got used to the new patterns of life. The first thing that she realised is that she is
alone in her new world. She found herself among strangers. There was nobody whom she could trust. She
remembered and felt proud about her school friends, though there aren’t many names to remember. It was a
quite hearty realization that the there existed a world to which she had never been exposed to. Being
detached from her world of concern, she could find herself always dumped among books. She enjoyed each
moment of her studies. By knowmg new things she made herself happy and tried to fit herself into the pic-
ture. -

n entirely new definitions of ‘student’ and ‘teacher’ It was something
am sure that now she knows the importance of being ‘mentored. Her

The second thing she
about which she had ng
mentor forced her to th

One thing that I can sure say now is that she must be very th nentor.(I am too! )

pleasure she felt. She takes pride in her friend’s achievem
concern. She felt like a bird in a gold cage, which was always' éd a en released suddenly one day
to explore the world outside!(If you can really think of such a bird, it will be j
do. It won't go beyond a certain limit!) There she realizes another. Complete enjoyment comes by
sharing things! In the context of studies, she explored that marks n s to her .Now I know that she
might be laughing quietly, remembering those school days, always worrying about marks! Being away from

strange people, who have nothing to do with her, very supportive and helpful, rath
expected.




NATIONAL SCIENCE CAMP 2016

-Aditya Kulkarni

The train arrived at the Yeswanthpur station (Bengaluru) at sharp 8- 00 AM on 17th of December 2015.
There was a bus waiting for students like me who were attending the Vijyoshi camp. I was greeted by a senior
(volunteer) from IISc. We started our journey towards the institute and we were told to go to KVPY office
once we reached there.

Delicious breakfast was waiting for us there (KVPY officials surely knew how to take care of the hungry
students :p). We were given an ID card bearing a registration number, a backpack, a t-shirt and food coupons
for the three days’ stay. Accommodation was arranged for me at an apartment called the Platinum City while
others were accommodated at IISc’s guest house. The day passed and I was busy making new friends as I had
to live with them for the coming 4 days. With sunrise came the D-Day, the day for which I was waiting for
and I am sure many others were also waiting. I met my fellow class mates from Tirupati near ] N Tata Audito-
rium. We were welcomed by the buzzing sound of students.

Prof. P Balaram, the Director of IISc enlightened us with the meaning of Vijyoshi and the main motive
behind this camp in his succinct speech.This marked the beginning of the lecture sessions for the day. We
waited anxiously for Prof. Laurie Butler to deliver her lecture on the topic - Radical intermediates in Bimo-
lecular organic reactions. It was a very informative lecture. The camp started out well as expected The high-
light of the following day was Prof. Jainendra Jain’s lecture which focused on the Birth of superconductivity
and its applications. This was a fantastic lecture. We got to know the properties of the particles at quantum
level which imparts them this special feature. The day’s session was concluded along with dinner at JVH.

The morning session for the next day was inaugurated by Prof. Srinivasan who spoke on the development of
Organic chemistry and its exciting applications Prof. Michelle Simmons was the pioneering lady in the Quan-
tum computing field. She spoke to us on her research topic which was very fascinating.

The first lecture related to biology was given by Prof. Raghu Kalluri on the topic “New advancements in the
diagnosis and control of Cancer”. I was like “Wow!” after hearing his lecture. He explained every topic in
great detail considering our level. We had a special dinner at JVH and another day came to an end! As it is
popularly said, “Best at the last!”. This was indeed true. Prof.Rudi Van Eldik was the last and the best person
to deliver the lecture in the camp. Known as Magic Rudi, he organized several magic shows involving chemis-
try experiments in Germany and Poland.

After this memorable camp, we didn’t want to leave IISc and its campus. But as it is truly said, “All good
things come to an end.” The camp ended. The experience was enriching and the knowledge gained was im-
measurable. We were exposed to different exciting fields of science and research. Our juniors who attended
the camp (class XI and XII) were awestruck by some developments in the science. I really believe that the
ultimate goal of promoting science was achieved and my decision to pursue science was further strengthened.
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MY EXPERIENCE AT IISM

-Adithya. R

One of the craziest experiences I've had over the course of 1st sem of my IISER life was

the 4th IISM(Inter IISER Sports Meet) held at IISER Bhopal. Since I consider sports as an
irreplaceable part of my day-to-day life and also the fact that I was in the pioneering batch of
IISER Tirupati, I desperately wanted to prove myself in the area of sports. Naturally IISM gave
me the opportunity and I took it.

To make things clear I must say I love playing football and badminton. Since people had other
commitments and also the fact there were only few of us, we couldn’t make a football team.
So I thought I'd play badminton. The first shocker I received was that I was the only one
representing my college. I had mixed feeling at the time. On one hand it was exciting to take
part in the IISM, on the other hand I was going to be all ‘alone’ It was clear in my mind that I
could not back out now, cause that was what a real sports person wouldn’t do.

So I went to Bhopal, the venue of IISM, and there came the second shocker. Due to lack of
proper communication, I wasn’'t informed that badminton was a team event. I had come all
the way here believing that I could participate. Since there was no other team member I was
disqualified. I was very disappointed at the point. I was all alone there. [ knew no one and
more over it was difficult to accept defeat when before I even played a single match.

It was my Pune mates that supported me in my troubled time. They made me feel at home,
even if I wasn’t explicitly a part of Pune contingent. I took part in some of the individual
events even though i knew that it was never going to bear any fruit. When it was all over, my
Pune friends and I roamed around the city. We enjoyed a lot over the course of the meet.
The closing day of the event was a special experience. Even though I did not get any prize the
people there applauded me. All I could hear was the applause, nothing else. I was stunned. It
was simply amazing.

When I remember it now, it sparks a smile over my face but at the same time it makes me
realize how life throws unexpected challenges our way.

This is all that I could summarise from my experience.

I should also thank our sports incharge Dr.Raghunath who was always in contact with me
over the meet and provided me with moral support all the time.
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Women empowerment
Jyothirmayi
This article is about the evolution of women from a disastrous society in which they are not even given
minimum respect, to a stage in which women became the pioneers of the world. It is a healthy
noticeable advantage in developing countries like India and hope this will continue to achieve more.
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An incomplete story
Pranav Unnikrishnan
The poem speaks about an incomplete love story. The beautiful
feelings of love, the tensions of proposal, and the pain of heart
break are depicted. It also speaks about the loneliness that follows.
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View Through The Window

Shijisha Khalid A C

The poem describes the hardships faced by Indian women,

their shattered dreams and broken souls. The poetess conveys her
thoughts as she watches through the window of time.
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The world has turned so evil that people do not even value relations.
The story tells us one such “son” who abandons his mother ia an old
age home. What follows is heart touching.............
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Life at college
Shubham Sinha
This article positively reflects some of the interesting memories of college life

It tells us that no matter how harsh life gets , face them with a smiling face .
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So, keep smiling friends .
If you ever feel sad then just say to yourself :
“ Sometimes it happens , yaar “.
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Mountains - Crowns of the Earth

Abiya R

This is an article about Mountains.The writer admires the beauty and the majesty of mountains.It also gives
information about the important South Indian Mountain ranges - the Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats.
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Virtuous Maharashtra
Nikita Shinde, Swapnil Joshi
This article talks about some of the eminent personalities of Maharashtra
and their contributions towards Maharashtra and India
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FRTET HINAT Teh 3T HTHT Hcleha! 30T 3T ATHTT FAIST TATfRcT . o Tishd! FgUTS "Ha A&, aaram
HTEAT BT ISt =T " HTare EIftehr " 3T "Aeieadr” fafgel . @ AR Wy 4e =refad 3=
T, HETIEYIeA I HUeT HHLE dholl T HERTSCTAT Ush METTIcHS S&eh feel. a?ramaa G JHRIH,
Wmﬁmwmwm
AR 31S]oT ThT HGTIEVT HERTSETe AT & Risharey 9RO feell. 314 & e Ireh =gorsr
SATCT TRIaTST HAGNTST . 37T AT YT FHTHYOT AT FARISAT sl ol 3ol Hadlell 3Tl 31R0T AT IRl "Teh
fAfdare Rggas", "Tar Tom" Qe Faltrd ST, 3 3l 3T IR oTee 30T FeRSITHTS! Rt s,
SAYCTHT IRAT G IRAEATAT °Te] Saell. ATSTSiT faRaeA1Y, STeiRTa 927d, HERE Urd,
TSI, Twwmaﬁﬂ?ﬁmawwq 3eHhUr Aol
AT UR>ATEAT URT TTT>ATT FAGTEI STOT=AT HETeHT SifciaT $ol, FTfAFETg P,
AR AT dTel IEMER Edeh, TATA=TdR AATIH GTHIGT AT, mmmmm
T ST FaTA=ATETE STciia FreY, STRATEAT HILTATT a7 THOT &, SIETERS 3T9Shie! AERISCR.
TorcTehT ToTeh STAETH AGRTSETET STeTelT 318 foiderrar fA@eTgr afaeaquy | vbRo far.a . smsrerell
3T AT FRARTeEr FERTSE AsATel TRTOT . WWWWWWW%’W
Gﬂﬁﬂﬂ@é‘fﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂtﬁ?ﬁﬁ gﬁ?ﬁmagarravnﬂ g9 31T éREﬂT»rﬂ%TTW;TﬂTﬂI
mawmwa@aa%m 3TelIhSTAT HIBIA HERISCIAT 3elch 3ATHTH
I[UTAl HeAThR oTsTel IS Aoy feaTer qoeehy, UiSd s, ReRce TS $fedsT Siefl Il o TR
Gl Aot fereim feel. e g.er.gRrds, 1. f& ATSI[@hT, ek theh & ATUHT HTEl ShellehR. .1 ATSIBRT
FEUTST "3TEfeieh aTfedehT" ATl Terelel I IHTITT JTSTET ERTERTA Uehel STTcl. 31T 8T 3T HGRISES
HATIUTIAT, TRIshATeAT, AT Hoel 3T S 3T

31T T ATTHAATS
I TG T STl =R gferar
STBTBAT I SATAT T i

25



i
INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION AND RESEARCH, TIRUPATTI ‘
TR Ta=1TeT TRIGTT T 3TeqHeITeT HEAT, Tasafa ‘

Cover design by Dibin Baby



